
     
 

ARTTOURS PRIVATE TOUR (ART-A2) 

Yeni Camii, Spice( Egyp) Bazaar, Grand Bazaar 
 

9.00 am-16.00 pm pick-up from hotel 

Private vehicle-Toyota Land Cruser - Crysler Voyager or similar 

Only with driver + basic support or we can supply professional guide. 

Max 4 people/vehicle - min two persons 

You can select your restaurant or we can recommend 

PRICE: To be given, including, transfers, museum entrance, tips, parking fee according to with/without guide. %10 discount over 10 persons 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

THE NEW MOSQUE 

   

      

 

The Yeni (New) Mosque, New Mosque or Mosque of the Valide Sultan  is an Ottoman imperial mosque located in 

the Eminönü district of Istanbul It is situated on the Golden Horn at the southern end of the Galata Bridge. It 

is one of the best-known sights of Istanbul. 

The first stage in construction of the mosque started in 1597 with a decree by Safiye Sultan, the wife of 

Sultan Murad III. The original architect was Davut Aga, an apprentice to the great Mimar Sinan.The project 

was hampered by political disconnect, and its location and monetary implications created dissent in the court. 

The partially constructed structure fell into ruins, and was largely destroyed by a fire in 1660. Later that year, 

the imperial architect Mustafa Aga suggested that Valide Turhan Hadice, mother of Sultan Mehmet IV, 

complete the project as a work of piety. The mosque was finally finished in 1663, and inaugurated in  

The exterior of the mosque itself boasts sixty-six domes and semi domes in a pyramidal arrangement, as well as 

two minarets. The dome is 17.5 meters in diameter and has a height of 36 meters. 
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The Spice Bazaar (known as the Egyptian Bazaar) is one of Istanbul’s oldest markets and  located in 

Eminönü, right next to the New Mosque and the Flower Bazaar. It is the best place in the city to find 

spices, herbal teas, and traditional Turkish foods such as Turkish Delight (lokum). At the time of its 

establishment, thousands of spices from nations in the Far East, such as India and Arabia, was well as 

curative herbs and remedies for every imaginable ailment, were sold at the Spice Bazaar. Because the 

majority of the products for sale in the market were imported from Egypt, it came to be known as the 

“Egyptian Bazaar”.   

Construction of the bazaar was commissioned in the year 1660 by Hatice Turhan Sultan, the mother of 

Sultan Mehmed the Fourth. There are a total of eighty-six shops in the bazaar, which can be accessed by 

way of six different entrances. Formerly, the Spice Bazaar functioned as a ‘natural pharmacy’. Recipes for 

medicines made from mixtures of various herbs were often hung outside of shops, so that customers could 

request these herbs if they so desired. This tradition still continues today. Many of the shops in the 

bazaar sell a large number of different spices and herbs that are known to be effective against many 

different ailments.   
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GRANDBAZAAR 

 
 

    
 

 

One of world’s largest, oldest and most picturesque and enchanting market place, this great shopping center has 

been playing a significant role in the commercial life of Istanbul for Centuries.  

It is a giant labyrinth, containing approximately sixty lanes and more than three thousand shops. Founded within 

the city walls by Sultan Fatih immediately following the conquest of Istanbul in 15th Century, it expanded and 

sprawled, becoming a center of astonishing plenitude wealth and variety.  

   

Grand Bazaar is a small city in its own right, where every thing from fabric to bridal gowns, slippers to antiques, 

gold bracelets to henna, kitchen equipment to bed spreads, spices to carpets is sold. The bazaar contains two 

bedestens (domed masonry structures built for storage and safe keeping), the first of which was constructed 

between 1455 and 1461 by the order of Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror. The bazaar was vastly enlarged in the 16th 

century, during the reign of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent, and in 1894 underwent a major restoration following 

an earthquake. Today, it is almost as though there is no one who comes to Istanbul without visiting the Grand 

Bazaar. As a place, it is identified closely with the city. In the bazaar, you will find a vast number of stores selling 

leather clothes and accessories, rugs and carpets, and gifts of every variety. Nonetheless, the most impressive 

aspect of the Grand Bazaar is its status as the world’s largest jewelry bazaar. Of course, it is also the centre of 

Turkey’s gold market. 
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